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Rev. xx 12 And TI ſaw the Dead, ſmall and 
great, ſtand before God : And the Books were 
opened : And another Book was opened, which 
#5 the Book "of Life : And the Dead were jude 

. ged out of thoſe things which were written in the 
Boks, according to their MWorks, 


S there are ſeveral Bocks of Gol, which 
he hath wri ten for the Good of the 
Chiitren of Men : to there are two ſp:cial 
B -»ks, by which tte Lard will proceed in 
Al. The Bgoks which God hath gi- 
vin to the Chiliren of Men for the Uſe and 
' Cir mtort of Salvation, are ihcle : Fiiflt, and 
chifly, the Book of the Oid and New Te- 
fFament where J-1us Chrilt inall his Offices, 
King. Piicit aad Prophet, for to rule and 
wa__ us by his Spirit ia our Heacts, is made 
known 


_— —_— n—_ 


known and declared LG us. And thereiti 
likewiſe is ſet down how every one of us 
ought to live and de mean himſelf in this pre» 
ſent World ; with fc veral fe.irful Examples 
of God's heavy Judgnicnts agaialt wicked and 
notorious Sinners, in drowning the w hoe 
World for their Sins and Wickeducle, as you 
may ſee in Gen. 6. So likewiſe deſtroying 
Sodom and Gomorrah by Fire from Heaven, 
Gen. 19 24 24. And the Lord rained upon 
Sodom and Gomorrah Fire and Brimſtone and 
overthrew thoſe Citte ſ, with all their Inhabttants 
With ſundry other fearful Examples of God's 
heavy Wrath and Indignation, both againſt 
Sin and Sinners, in general and particular 
all which, as St. Jade faith in his Epiſtle, are 
ſet forth for our Example, . ſuffering the Ven- 
geance ofeternal Fire : Not for our Examples 
as we (huuld do asthey dil, to commit fuch 
Sins, leſt the Lord lay rp23a us ſuch, or more 

heavy weights of Wrath and Vengeance. 
So likew iſe in the Book of the Scripture 1s 
fet forth the bleifſed and h:ppy Elate and 
Condition of the Golly, buth in this Life 
and in the Life to come ; as you may fee, 
Pſal. x. Plal, 85 and PJjal gz. The yodly 
May ſhall be delivered from the ſnare of the Fow« 
ler, 
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ler, ana from the poco Peſtilence. And bes 
cauſe he hath made the Lord his Refuge, there 
ſhall no Evil betall him : So he ſhall grve his An« 
gels Charge over him, for to keep him in all his 
Ways. ver 20 21. The Joys that are pre- 
pared for the Godly, and theeternal Torments 
that are appointed tor the Wicked, are here 
likewiſe ſet forth in the Book of the Scrip- 
ture, as you may ſee, Mat. 25. 34 41. To 
the Godly, Come ye bleſſed of my Father (faith 
Chritt #»herit the Kjugdom prepared for you, from 
the beginning of the World. But to the wicked, 
Depart from me, ye carſed, into everlcſting Fire, 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels. 

Another great Book of God is the Book of 
the Creatures, containing thoſe mighty works 
both of the Creation and Providence. where- 
in the Almightineſs, Power, and Goodneſs of 
God, arcſ{uplainly written, that he that runs 
mry read and ſee it; for as the Apoltle ſaith, 
# Rom. 1. 20 The mviſible things of him from the 

Creating of the World ere clearly ſeen, being un« 
| derſtood (faith the Apoſtle) by things that are 
made, even his eternal Power and Godhead, 0 
that they are without Excuſe. Who but an Al 
\ mighty God, could out of nothing create all 
\ Things ? As David faith, It is nothing but the 
[ ; Almighty 
1 
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Almighty Power and wonderful Provis ence of God 


that bears up the Ear:th and upvolds the Foundas 


tion thereof. And this Book even the very 
Heathens, who know not God in is Word, 


who never heard of J-{us Chriſt or Salvation, 


are acquain:ed with ; they, (1 ſay, by ſee- 
ing and reading the mighty Works of God in 
the World, do confeſs and ſay, verily there 
isa Gd, and none but a God could cre:te 
theſe glorious Creatures, the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars. 

So likewiſe they are two ſpecial Books by 
which God will judge all the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of Men at the lalt. And there are Erb 
the Book of his Remembrances, written by 
himſelf, whereinthe Livesof Men, yea. their 
very Thoughts are recorded, as David iaith, 
P/al. 49. 11. The Lord knoweth the thoughts of 
Men, that they are Vanity And Pal. 13g. 
I. 2 3} 4 faith David. O Lord, thou haſt 


ſearched me, and known me. Thou knoweſt my 


down: ſitting and mine ap riſing *thou under ſtaye 
deſt my thoughts afar off. Thou compaſſe(t my 
Path, and all my ways. There is not a Word in 
my Mouth, but thou O Lord knoweſt it altogether. 
And altho' the Heart of Man, as Jeremiah 
faith, Jer. 17. 9. 10 is deccitful above all 

things 


\ 


(6 
things, yet God doth exxaly know every Turn- 
jng and Corner thereof, / the Lord know the Heart 
(ſaith he: 7 tr7 che Reins There is nothing can 
be hid frum his eternal all-ſceing Eye. 

And chen ſ:condly, there'is the Book of Con- 
ſcience. in which 1s exactly written all our Aci- 
ons, Thoughts, Words and DecG:;; and accor- 
ding to this Bock of Conſcience, and what js 
therein written, will the Lord proceed in Judg- 
ment ; and every Man's Conſcience ſhall be his 
own Judge. Saith God, what haſt thou done ? 
how haſt thou lived in the World ? Why, thus 
and thus have I lived ſaith Conſcience. Con- 
ſcience will rhen ſpeak the Truth, and nothing 
but the Truth. O Lord (ſaith a wicked Man's 
Conſcience) | have diſhonoured thy. Name, I 
have abuſed thy Grace and Mercy, in turriing 
It into Wantonneſs, [ have abuſed thy Creatures 
by waſicful and :jotzous ſpending, to pleaſe and 
ſatisfy my Luft, ſaich the Pcedigal Man's Con- 
ſcience, and by Chambering and Wantonneſs, 
by Gaming and Dicing away my precious time, 
ſairh the laſcivivus Man's Conſcience, Thou 
gav:ft me Time ard Scaſons of Grace and Mer» 
cy. and many precious Opportunities and Soul 
advantages. wh-rcby I mi; ht have wrought out 
my on Salvation wich Fear and trembling : and 
as<. Peter laiih, I miztt have made my Calling 
ard EleRtifn ſure tro my Own Soul; but inftead 
of wo: king out my own Saivation with Fear and 
trembling, aud in making my Calling and Elec- 
k 8 ET ta 7 tion 
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tion ſure, I have TR. 77 out my own Damnas- 
tion, without eicher Fear or Wit, and male ny- 
ſelf ſure of eternal and everlafting Wrath and 
Condemnat'i n, ſaith the meer mortal and pro- 
phane Chritian's Conſcience. Ah, Lord. (faith 
the diſſembiing Hypocrite's Conſci-nce) I have 
been but an outlide Ch:tfian I have gone to 
Church, but only as Dogs do for Faſhi-n- ſake, 
and to be look'd upon, and cfteem'd am..ny my 
Neighbours; I have made a ſhew indeed. and 
prerence of Religion and Holineſs : but tc hach 
been a meer Shew, [ have altogether denied the 
Power and Practice of it in my Life and Conver= 
ſation as it is, Tir. 1. 16 They profeſs that they 
Rnow God, but in works they deny bim , being abo- 
minable and diſobedient . and to ev:ry good ork re- 


probate; and why (©, ? becauſe he ſaith in che 


5th Verſe, their Minds and Conſciences are defiled. 
Ah! my Conſcience told me ſeveral times. char 
I was but an Hyp-crice, a meer painted Sepul- 
chre, fair wi:huut. bur foul within; O, bur [ 
would not h'ar Conſcience then, but ſlighted 
and negleRteo tim At! but now my Conſci- 
ence makes me hear him, w:i:erhcr [ will or no 
therefore L':d do with me - hat thou pleaſeſt ; 
true and rightevus ait thuu in thy Dcalings to= 
wards me ; be they never fo harſh, they are but 
the Juſt Reward of my I--quiites. And faith the 
coverous Man's Conſcience, and the griping, . 
cruel, extorting Uſurer's Conſcience, Lord [I 
conteſs_| have been a coyetous Wretch, _ [ 

Ve 
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have not coveted after Heaven ; it hath been my 
whole Trade and Buſineſs to cozen and cheat o- 
thers, and to gripe and grind the Faces of the 
Poor, and all that I could to others : But, alas ! 
for me, what have I done! [ have quite and clean 
undone my own Soul, and that to #'! Eternity: [ 
have been very ccuel and unmerciful to others; I 
would not forgive my poor Brethren in the leaft; 
Lord, | deſerve no mercy at thy hands ; the ho- 
tcſt place in Hell will be too cool for me. 

What have you done with all your Wealth, 
(ſaith God to Rich Men) all thoſe great Eftates 
and Poſſflions, which | entruſted you with as 
Stewards ? How have. you improved them ? 
What ot them have you laid out or lent to me 
again in relieving my poor Members ? What 
Good "have you gotten to your own Souls by 
them? Have you laid up any thing in ſtore for 
ecernal Life ? O no, ſaith Conſcience, 7 have net, 
Lord. | have not : but this ] have done, I bave trea- 
ſured up Wrath againſs the Day of Wrath. My Gold 
and my Silver are ruſted. my Riches are corrupted, and 
my Garments moth eaten. as St, Fames ſaith in his 
ch Chap. Ver 12 13. 14. MM Gold and my 
Sil ver are cankered. and the Ruſt of them is now 
witneſs againſt me, to condemn me, and eats up my 
Fle(b as it were Fire. And now alſo the Hire of 
tne. Labou:cis, which have reaped down my 
Field w hich [ kept back by Fraud, crieth, and 
the Cries of them which have reap'd, are enter'd 
into the Ears of the Lord of Sabaoths ; [ hve 
1 iy” 


9) 
liv'd in Pleaſure on the Earth, and been wanton: 


And I have nouriſh'd my Heart as in the Day of 


| Slaughter. I told you (faich Conſcience) that 


for all your Pleaſures, and for all your Riches, 
and for ail your Greatneſs and Delight, you muſt 
come to Judgment, andgivean Account to Gd 
for all your Actions, and for all your Wealth, 
and how, and which way you ſpent every Penny 
that he lent you. Did not I tell you, ſaith Cone 
ſcience ? True it is my Conſcience told me, but 
Iſlighted Conſcience as a thing of no value or ac- 
count, Ah! miſerable Man that I was, to ſlight 
this good Voice of Conſcience ! Woe unto 
my Puniſhment is leſs than my Iniquities deſerve. 
Thus and thus will Men's Conſciences deal with 
them before the Lord. * 

When Peter had deny'd his Lord and Maſter, 
his Conſcience let him alone once, yea, twice, 
bur the third Time the Cock crew, and Peter's 
Heart ſmote him for what he had done, and he 
went forth and wept bitterly. Peter did not go 
about to ſtop the Mouth of his Conſcience, as 
Judas did, and ſo hang'd himlelſ:; No, Peter cloſed 
with the Voice of his Conſcience, and ſo by his 
true and unſeigned Repentance, obtained Mer- 
cy. So likewiſe Devid, when the Prophet Ns- 
than (in 2 Sam. 12 13.) had by the Parable of 
the Ewe-Lamb, ſhew'a him the Evil of his Sins, 
preſently David was convinced in his Conſci- 
ence of the Horridneſs of his Sins; and David 
ſaid unto Nathan, 1 bave fiured againſt the Lord, 


Havg 
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Have Mercy upon me O God (ſaith David, Dal. 51. 
the Pſalm of Repentauce.) according to thy Loving 
Kindneſs ; according to the Multitude of thy tender 
UPalh methroughly 
from my [niquit-es. and cleunſe me fiom my Sin. I 
acknowledge my Tranſgriſſion and my Sin is ever be« 
fore me. Againſt thee, even thine only Sun bave | fin- 
wed, and done this Evil in thy fight, David had a 
very tender C'nictence, for wh-n he did but 
cut off Sasl's Skirt. his Hcart ſmotre him; his 
Conſcience accuſed him ; as you may ſee rt Sam. 
24. 5- Oh, but how many wicked Men are 
there now, whoſe Conſcicnces t:1l them over 
and over again and-again of cheir Sins, and yet 
for al! that they ftop theic Ears againſt Conſci- 
ence. Huw many times doth the beaſtly Drcun- 
kard's Conſcience, the prophane Swearer's and 


the Sabbath- breaker's Conſciences cell them of 


their Sins; and yet, notwithftanding all the 
Checks of Conſcience, they will go on-in theic 
Sins, and fill up the Meaſure of cheir Iniquiries ; 
and ſo make Conſcience to fill up his black ſcroil 
of indiaments againft them vhereby they are 
everlaſtingly condemn'd. O, 1f Mcn would be 


-but convinc'd in their Cor4:iences, of the Rvil 


of their ways, when their Cunſciences tell them 
fit, how many thouſands might bz: brought 
home (by Rep:ntance. to Life Ecernal, who now 


fun headlong to the Pit of DeftiuRion ? I am 


perſwaded, that many who cozen and cheat by - 


undermining and over-ſclling, -by uſing alle 
| at 


Deed owt 
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and light Weights and Meaſures, can't chuſe 


but meet with many Checks from their Conſci- 
ences: And O that Men would be convinc'd of 
this Evil. | 
Hear this, O ye that ſwallow up the Needy, 
by falſe Weights and M-aſures: O beconvinc'd 
in your ConlEiences; make Conſcience your 
Friend now, by forſaking your evil Practices, 
left Conſcience prove your Foe to torment you 
for ever. But Men now z#-Jays, inftead of bein 
convinced in their Conſciences, of the Evil 
their Ways, are not aſhamed to commit all man- 
ner of &bominations. and that wich Greedineſs ; 
and then lay all the blame up>n their poor Cons 
ſciences ; And why ({o ? ic was my Conſcience, 
ſay they ; as many of curgcurſed Diabolical 
Ranters, Quakers, and noroflous wicked Liber- 
tines, in theſe our Days have laid all their |m- 
ieties and horrid Blaſphcmies upon theic Con- 
ciences, Ak them but the Keaſon, why they 
deny Chrift and the Scripture. and caft off Or 
dinances, and the Miniftcy of Chriſt, and live 
as they lift, and refuſe SubjeRion to Magiitrates 
and in their Actions become worſe than Beafts ? 
Why they do hold ſaci damnable and 'deviliſh 
Opinions, both againſt God and Chriſt, yea, a- 
gainft Humanity ſelf ? Ask chem the Reaſon of 
theſe Things, and what do they fay ? It is from 
the Light within us; it is tas Liberty of our 
Conſciences. and have we not ſought for Liber- 
ty of Conſcience? Ah, curſed Wretch, the 
' | Light 
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Light within you is Dackneſs ! Ts this the Liber-|c 
ty of Conſcience ? N », no, this is the Liberty Jt 
of thy Lufts, and tne Dcluſfion of the Devil ;{a 
Thou haft ſeared thy Conſcience with a hot fl; 
Iron, but yet at laft thy Conſcience, tho* thou 
haft defiled it never ſo much, will put the Sad- 
dle up?n the right Horſe, and charge thee home 
with all the Blame. Is Liberty of Conſcience 
a Liberty to ſin ? No, God forbid. Shall we fin, 
(ſaith St. Paul Rom 6. 1.) that Grace may abound? 
No, God forbid, | dare not, (ſaith a gracious þ 
Heart) my Conſcience tells me I muft nor, 
Hew ſball I, (ſaich Joſeph, Gen. 39 9.) do this 
great Wickedneſs, and fin againft God ? The Grace of 
Ged (faith the Apoſtle, Tir. 2 11.) that bringt.. 
Salvation, teachet en to deny wungodlineſs, and 
worldly laſts, and i live ſoberly, righteouſly, and © 
godly in this preſemt World ; and not co live as we 
tit, which is a ſign of no Grace at all. A truly 
tender Conſcience will be very cender of com- 
micting Sin, and will have a circumſpet Care 
over him(clf how he walks, and how he lives, 
that fo the Name of God and of Chrift be not 
blaſphem'd ; but 1n theſe laſt and worſt of times 
wherein Men, as St, Paul ſaith, make ſhipwreck of 
Faith and « good Conſcience, Men have not minded 
this ac all, but have taken a full Liberty to com- * 
mit all manner of Sins. And [ pray God, that 
this Stn be not charg'd upon thoſe, who inſtead 
of reftcraining Men from Sin, and puniſhing 
them for Sin, have by theic evil Examples en- 

courag'd 
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courag'd them to fin. Let Men take heed how 
they ſin, becauſe Grace abounds. For, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, Heb. 10. 26. 27. If we fn wilfuly, after 
that we bave received the knowledge of the truth there 
naineth no more ſacrifice for ſin. but a fearful look- 
Sug for of Fudgment, and fiery Indignation from the 
1d For the Wrath of God. (Rom. 1. 18.) is re- 
xaled from Heaven againſt all ungedlineſs, and un« 
igbreowſneſs of Men, who bold the truth of God is 
righteouſneſs. Read theſe two Texts, and trem- 
le, all ye that cake Liberty to fin. becauſe the 
race of God hath abounded. How will ye be 
ble to look either God or Conſcience in the 
Face ? Certainly you will never be able to do it, 
-ynlefs you repent ; for if Men fin wilfully, not- 
thitanding all their Checks of Conſcience ; 
PÞcir Conſciznce will. condemn them irreſiftably 

ore the Lord. For certain it is, there is 
onſcience in every Man, chat ſces and obſerves 
i takes Notice of all their ways, and will keep 
juſt account of them, and ſv be a Witneſs ci- 
| Fecfor, or againſt the Soul, at the Day of Judg- 
\ ent. What was it, that made the Apoitle: ſo 
\ Pyfulin their Troubles and Perſccutions ? Was 
not the Witneſſes of their Conſciences ? See 
« I, I2 Onr Rejoicing is this, ((aith St. Paul) 


i Paul and Silas ſing in Prifon for Joy 2 Was 
not that their Conſciences told them they 
re happy and bleſſed Men, notwithſtanding 
theic Sufferings and Reproaches ? 
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Þ Tefimony of our Eonſcience, What was ic that - 


US... 


( 14) | 

Now what Confclince is, I ſhall briefly ſhew 
you, and ſo conclude. Conſcience is a Thi 
wich which God endued thee by Creation, and 
is for our Comfort if we live well as we ought 
todo; but will be a Terror to all thoſe that live 
and die in their Sins. For this Conſcience was 
in Adam before his Fall, though not as a Con 
demner 'cill his Fall : For where there is no Sin, 
what needeth an Accufer ? So long as Adew 
kept the Commands of God, there was no cauſe 
for Conſcience to condemn him ; but as ſoon wu 
ever Adam tranſgreſs'd, his Conſcience flew into 
his Face, which made him fly from the Face « 
God, as you may fee, Gen. 3. 7. 8, The Eyes 
them both were open'd, their Conſciences accuſed tl 
and they bid themſelves. And this Conſcience 
only in Men and Women, for brute Beafts war 
ting Reaſon, are not capableof Conſcience, at 
the Beafts when they die, there is an End « 
them ; but ic is not ſo with Men for Conſcienc 
in Manfolloweththe Man further than the Grave 
ſor if Men might bury their Conſciences wit 
them in the Grave, they might be happy. nc 
wichftanding all their Abuſes of Conſcience 
for Man oftentimes, againit all Reaſon, Eq 
or Conſcience, doth worſe than the worft 
Beafts, And this Conſcience keepeth his Cou 
in the Heart, and there ſits upon the Life 
Death of the Soal, and according as he finds 
very one's work, ſodoth he paſs Sentence of 
demnation or Abſolution, for there is no brit 


C.283 
of Conſcience ; Conſcience will ſpeak the truth 
of every Man's Ways before the Lord be they 
good, or bEthey evil : If our Heart condemn as, 
ſaich St. Jobn, 1 John 3. 20 God is greater thas 
our Hearts, that is, our Conſcience. 

And God hath given this Power to Conſci- 
ence, becauſe Men ſhould have no Plea of Ex- 
cuſe before the Lord. It was nct Pilate's we þ 
ing of his Hands, and ſaying, 1 am guiltleſs 
the Blood of this juſt Man, could waſh away 
the Guilt of Chriſt s Blood from his Conſcience. 
Pilate's Conſcience told him that Chrift wasa juft 
Man, and that he ſaw no Cauſe of Death in 
| him at all, Luke 23. 23. Anc yet curſed Pilate, 

contrary to the Light of his own Conſcience, 
> ifs delivered the Lord of Life into the Hands of 
anj bloody Men to be crucified, and ſo brought the 

04 Guile of his Blood upon his own Soul, 

| C But he that will not endure Confcience to re- 
nal prove him for his Sins, certainly he loves to go 
ave to Hell without controul; and he that will not 
vith ſuffer Conſcicnceto tel! him of 118 Sins here, ſhall 
108 whether he will or no, ſuffer ſufficient Torture 
ace] for his Sins hereafter ; for an evil Conſcience is 

a Hell to the Soul here, and ſball be the Hell of 
t 4 Hells hereafter. 

| Now then, if there be ſuch a Thing in Man 
as Conſcience, and that his Conſcience ſhall cþ+ 
ther juftify or condemn him, then let every Man 
take heed how he orders his Converſation in 
the World ; Do not give Leave to yourſelves to 
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think, ſay, or do any thing, but what you are 
willing to own before the Lord at the laſt Day : 
Therefore let every one of us fo think, and fo 
ſpeak. and ſo do, that we may not have a Con- 


ſcience to condemn us ; Bur let us live as thoſe 4 


that expeR to have Conſcience Witneſs ſor them 
before the Lord, that with godly Sincericy they + 
have had their Converſation inthis World. But 
what Multicudes are there in the World, that 
live as if there was no Conſcience at all, nci- 
ther God nor Devil, nor Heaven nor Hell ? 
Whoſe God is their Belly, and whoſe End is DeftruBion 
(as St. -Paul ſaith. Phil 3. 19.) who declare their 
Sin as Sodom and hide it not ; Wor unto them ((aith 
the Lord.) they bave rewarded Evil to themſelves, 
Iſa. 3 9. This may be faid of Thouſands a- 
mong us, whoſe Countenance teftify againſt 
them ; their wanton Carriages, painted Faces, 
naked Breaſts, powder'd Locks and other antick 
Fai(hicns, teſtify zgaiaſt Thouſands, both Men * 
and Women. that they do little mind this Truth. 
Their Conſciences can, and will declare all 
their Dotngs unto God, Proud Hamens, drun- 
k-n Nabsls, and whoring Jezebels, declare their 
Sin as Sodom, and hide it not : And as for Con- 
ſci-nce, they turn it off ; Byt let theſe miſerable 
Weretches know this, as the Apoftle ſaith, Woe 
wnto them who have rewarded Evil unto themſelves. 
1 :,cy have made a long, black, bloody Bill for 
C.onſcience to pen againft them at the laſt Day 
of the term of cheig Lives : As ſoon as ever = 


(t7) 
zuls are departed from their Bodies, Sentencs 


thall be paſſcd againſt chem, according co the 

| Hiight and Teſtimony of their own Conſcience. 
Seeing then Conſcience will give Teftimony of 
every one's ways, let us not light cience, let 
not ſtop the mouth of Conſcievce : When Conſci- 


Soce deals plainly with them, and cells them of 
heir Sins ; O. chey can't endure to hear that. 
{ Bac rememberthe miſerable End of Juds:: What 
ſaid Judss's Gonſcience to him ? Thou haft betray- 
ed thy Lord and Maſter for a lictle Silver, 

&h ! coverous Wretch ! Bur could Fude:s's Silver 
ſtop the Mouth of his Conſcience ? No, Judss's 
Conſcience (© terrified him, that he flung in che 
Money again, and went and hang'd himſelf. 


18 and many others, whoſe Conſciences made them 
to poſſeſs the Wrath of God here on Earth : 
Awounded Spirit, (ſaith Solomen, Prov. 18. 14) who 
can bear? & tormenting and condemning Coxſci- 
| evce who can Endure ? O there is no reſiſting of 
Conſcience, it is God's Vicegerent in the Soul. 
When Cowſcience ſpeaks threatning Language to 
many for ſuch and ſuch Sins, they ſeck to curn 
| Conſcience out of Doors : But becauſe they can't 
poſlibly do this, chey ſtrive to ſtop his Mouth by 
runing into Sin ; like Men that deſperately give 
up theic Souls to the Devil. and ſo make Shipwreck 
of Faith Conſcience, Soul, and all for ever ; and then 
olows (as we bave ſeen by weeful Experience ) Self- 
Rubbing, ſelf-banging, drowning, or poiſoning, or 


So likewiſe remember the fearful Eſtace of Spi- 36 


B ome | 
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ſome ſuch like WW. - Nats O conſider 
this all ye that forget God, and make no 
Conſcience of your ways, you undermine 
your own Salvation. Many Men deal with 
Conſcience,as Felix did with Paxl. Aits 24.25. 
They will hear Conſcience fo long as it ſpeaks | 
good ; but when Conſcience tells them cbroughe 
ty of their Sins their darling Sins, then they 
ve enough of Conſcience, and ſo put himoft 
*ill they be better at Leiſure. 

When there was no King in Iſrael, eve 
Man did what was good in his own Eyes ; fo | 
where cherc is no Conſcience alive in the Soul, |, 
Men live as they liſt ; But yet for all this, 
Conſcience will ſpeak home at laſt, If thou 
art a Drunkard, or an Adulterer, or an unjuſt 
Dealer, or whatſoever Sin it is thou art guil- 
ty of, Conſcience will make it known ; and 
if at laſt Conſcience doth condemn, thow 
ſhalt never be ſaved. But on the contrary, 
tho* Men and Devils fay thou art an Hypo- 
crite, or the like, yet if thou haſt the Teſti- 
mony of thy Conſcience, God will own thee 
as juſt and righteous. One Nram of the peace 
of Conſcience is worth a thouſands Worlds, 
What would the damned in Hell give for a 
little of this laſting Joy, this Peace which oy 

l 


= 
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| (19) 
ſeth 2! underſtinding, the want of which is 
Hell, yea, worſe than Hell, 
© Think upon this, O ye great Ones of the 
World, who live in Pleaſure : Remember that 
there is a Conſcience, and that there is a God, 
- and that thou haſt a precious immortal Soul, 
which if thy Conſcience witneſs g_ ſhalt 
be thrown in He: You that eat the Fat and 
Sweet of the Earth, and drink Wine in bowls, 
and clothe yourſelves in Silk, remember this, 
that Conſcience takes Notice of af thy Ways, 
of the Pride of thy Heart, of the Vanity of 
| thy Life, and ſetteth al! down in his Black 
Book. You, that like : 4c Harlot, Prov. 7. 
Let us take our fiB of Love and Pleaſure, confie 
der that all chcte Things will have an end : 
when all i> done, the Bell muſt roll, and yog 
| muſt all dance after Death's Pine, who are 
\ { nowfinging and ſwinging yourſelves in world- 
ly Plealures and Delight. O. if God ſhould 
ſay to any Soul of you, as he did to the rich 
Fool, -l uke i2 20. This Night ſhall thy Soul 
be taken from thee, it ſhall littl: advantage you 
th.n to weep and cry, O that I were out of 
theſe internal and external Flames ! O chac I 
had harkened, when Time was, to the voice 
of Chriſt and my ewn Conſcience / 
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= ſleepy dead Conſciences, before you go 


of Down, and was caſt into He}l. You that 
lie upon Beds of Jvory, and have your Hany 


( 20 
The Sighs and Groan? of dying Men are 
often very bad, but the Cries and Groans of 
the Damned in Hell can never be imagined 
nor expreſſed... O conſider this. you that fn 
away Conſcience, that quaft and drink away 


Conſcience, accompanying one another in | 


Sin ; take heed you be not one Day found tg 
weep over one another's backs in Hell. Cer. 
tainly whole Coachfuls of Gallants will be 
tumbled down into Hell; The Lord awaken 


nce and be no more ſeen. What pity it is 
that Perſons that bear the Image of God, and» 
are, asit were, in oytward Glory and Beauty, 
God's above others ; what Pity is it that ſuch 
Beauty ſhould come to be embrac'd by ugly 
loathſome Devils in Hell > Thouſands there 
are that court and ſport, and patch and paint 
away their Time, whoſe End is to be burned 
and ſhall at laſt periſh in Hell. Fruitleſs Figs 
trees they are, that bear nothing but Leaves, 
cut them down [faith God] and caſt them 
into the Fire. To periſh ina Priſon, or on a 


Wl, is nothing. Diyes died on his Bed 


ings of Necdle-work, if you get not Chriſt 
pings of Needle-work, it y« 2 ; -. 
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; "RU in Sin, ſhall be Companions 
'  jn Hell; and thoſe, who can ſport and play 


: .( 21 
and a good Conſcience, Hell ſhall be your 
Fate, and Devils your Companions to tore 
ment you for ever ; and who ſhall be able 
to ſtand in the Day of the Lord's Wrath, 
or who can dwell with everlaſting Bur. 


one with another, ſhall curſe the Day that 
ever they ſaw one another, and cry out of 
one another, Oh ! what miſerable Wretches 
were we, to loſe the Heaven of Heavens, 
for a little vain Delight ! the Love and Fa- 
vour of God, for the Love and Favour of 
wicked Companions, in whoſe Preſence we 
were more delighted, than in the everlaſting 
Love of God, \whele Pledfures are Pleaſures 
for evermore. . Whatiproficeth it now, that 
we hive had\otr Wine, 'und'our Muſick, our 
Fill and-our Pull 'of Delights ? O wretched 
Creatures that We ure, who ſhall deliver us 
from this &yihpg Death, theſe miſerable Tor- 
ments | Woe ito us, we have rewarded 
Evil unto our 0 Souls, we are baniſhed 
for ever from the Prefence of the Lord, and 
havo utterly loſt that inward Peace of Cone 
ſcience, the Want whereof addeth Torment 

—_—. TE Id to 


(22 ) 
to our Torments, and makes us in our Mi. 
ſery more exceeding Miſerable. 


Nay the Lord give every one of us his 
Peace, his Joy ; which that we may all have, 
the Peace bf God, which paſſeth all Under. 
ftanding, keep your Hearts and Minds in 
the Love and Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
And the Blood of Chrift waſh and purge our 
Conſciences from dead Works, that we may 
ſerve the living God ; which that we may 


alſo do; the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
be with us. Amen, 


( 23 ) 


A Prayer for Morning. 


Lord, Heavenly Father, Almighty 
and everlaſting God, who haſt ſafely 
brought me to the beginning of this Day ; 
defend me in the ſame with thy mighty 
Potter, and grant that this Da I fall into 
no Sin, neither run intoany kind of Danger; 
but that all my Doings o_ — ordered by 
ym to do always that whic 
ighteous in thy Sight, thro' Jeſus Chriſt 
our Cod O defend me with thy Heaven- 
ly Grace, that I may continue thine for 
ever ; and daily increaſe in thy Holy Spirit 
more and more, untill I come to thine 
everlaſting Kingdom, Ames. Our Father 
Fc, 


A Prayer for Night. 


Ighten my Darkneſs, 1 beſcech thee, 
L O Lord, and by thy great Mercy de- 
fend me from all Perils and Dangers of 


this Night, for the Love of thy only Son 
. Ous 


>. (24) 
pr Saviour Jeſus Chriſt In his Name O 
I commit myſelf to thy 'Mercy and 
| both this Night and evermore, 
D:Lord, bleſs and hs me, Lord make 
thy Face to ſhine upon me, and be gracious 
unto me, Lord lift up the light of thy 
ce upon me and give me Peace 
. both now and evermore, Keep me both 
| outwaidly in my Body, and inwardly in 
my Soul, that it my be defended from all 
Adverſities which may happen to the Body, 
and from alleyil Thoughts that may fault 
and hurt the Soul, *thro* Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, Ames, 'Our Father, &c. 


Grace before Meat. 
B beſeech thee. holy Father, to ſanQify 
theſe thy Creatures to the Nouriſhment of 
eur Bodies, and to feed our Souls with thy hea- 
venly Grace, unto eternal Lite, thro' Jeſus Chriſt þ 


one Lord. - Amen. 


Grace after Meat, 
'T HANK 5s bgto thy holy Name, O merci- 
ful Father, for this oreſcnt Refreſhment of 


our Bodies, for our daily Bread, and for all thy 
Mercies conferred upon us, trom Time to Time, 
thro' Jeſs Chrift our Lord. Amen, 


FINIS. 
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